Home Invasion Robbery
Protect Your Family with a Security Plan
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Home Invasion
One of the more frightening and potentially dangerous crimes that can occur to a family is a
home invasion robbery. A home invasion is when robbers force their way into an occupied
home, apartment or hotel room to commit a robbery or other crimes. It is particularly frightening
because it violates our private space and the one place that we think of as our sanctuary.
Home invasion is like the residential form of an automobile carjacking and it's on the rise. Like
the crime of carjacking, most police agencies don't track home invasions as a separate crime.
Most police agencies and the FBI will statistically record the crime as a residential burglary or a
robbery. Without the ability to track the specific crime of home invasion, little can be done to
alert the public as to the frequency of occurrence in their community or devise a law enforcement
plan of action to control it.

Criminal Profile
Residential burglars work mostly during the day and when a residence is more likely to be
unoccupied. Most burglars work alone and tend to probe a neighborhood looking for the right
residence and the right opportunity. Alarm signs and decals, bars on windows, strong locks and
doors, big dogs, and alert neighbors can sometimes deter burglars. Also, burglars will avoid a
confrontation and will usually flee when approached. Most burglaries do not result in violence
unless the criminal is cornered and uses force to escape.
Home invasion robbers, in contrast, work more often at night and on weekends when homes are
more likely to be occupied. The home invader will sometimes target the resident as well as the
dwelling. The selection process may include a woman living alone, a wealthy senior citizen or a
known drug dealer, for example. It is not unheard of for a robber to follow you home based on
the value of the car you are driving or the jewelry you are wearing. Some home invaders might
have been in your home before as a delivery person, installer or repair vendor. Home robbers
rarely work alone and rely on an overwhelming physical confrontation to gain initial control and
instill fear in you. The greatest violence usually occurs during the initial sixty seconds of the
confrontation and home invaders often come prepared with handcuffs, rope, duct tape, and
firearms. Some in-home robbers appear to enjoy the intimidation, domination, and violence and
some even claim it's a "rush."

Dangerous Trends
The act of committing a home invasion is escalating much like carjacking. The reason for the
increase seems to follow a similar pattern. Much like automobiles, the traditional commercial
targets for robbers like convenience stores and fast-food restaurants have hardened themselves
against criminal attack and have reduced available cash. Technology has allowed commercial
establishments to install affordable video surveillance systems, silent alarms, and other anticrime deterrent devices. A residence, by comparison, is now a more attractive choice.
Home invaders know that they won't have to overcome alarm systems when the home is
occupied or be worried about video cameras and silent alarms. Unlike robbing a retail store,
home invaders .expect privacy once inside your home and won't have to deal with the police
suddenly driving up or customers walking in. Once the offenders take control of a residence they
can force the occupants to open safes, locate hidden valuables, supply keys to the family car, and
PIN numbers to their A TM cards. Home invaders will try to increase their escape time by
disabling the phones and sometimes will leave their victims bound or incapacitated. It is not
unheard of for robbers to load up the victim's car with valuables and drive away without anyone
in the neighborhood taking notice.
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Method of Operation
The most common point of attack is through the front door or garage. Sometimes the home
invader will simply kick open the door and confront everyone inside. More common is when the
home invaders knock on the door first or ring the bell. The home invader hopes that the occupant
will simply open the door, without question, in response to their knock. Unfortunately, many
people do just that.
Home invaders will sometimes use a ruse or impersonation to get you to open the door. They
have been known to pretend to be delivering a package, flowers or lie about an accident like
hitting your parked car. Once the door is opened for them, the home invaders will use an
explosive amount of force and threats to gain control of the home and produce fear in the
victims. Once the occupants are under control the robbers will begin to collect your valuables.
Some home robbers have been known to spend hours ransacking a residence while the
homeowners are bound nearby watching in terror. Some robbers have been known to eat meals,
watch TV, or even take a nap. A major fear is that the robbers might commit more violence like
sexual assault or even murder. Some robbers have kidnapped and forced a victim to withdraw
cash from their ATM machine or take them to their small business to rob it as well.

Prevention Steps
The same tactics used to prevent daytime burglaries will go a long way to preventing forced
entry home robberies. If you can delay a home invader at the point of entry then you have a
chance of deterring them or have time to call the police. A solid core door, strong locks with
reinforced strike plates, and reinforced window devices will stop most forced entries. Some
homeowners build safe rooms inside their home to allow them to retreat or escape the violence
while giving them valuable time to call the police.

The weakest home security link is the home occupant who fails to lock doors or windows or who
will open the door without question at the sound of a knock. The best defense against home
invasion is education and planning. Parents should hold a family meeting to discuss how to
answer the door when someone knocks. Another important topic is how to act should your home
or family be invaded. Once you know how home robbers work, you can effectively prevent most
occurrences.

Remember these important security steps:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Install solid core doors, heavy duty locks, and window security devices
Lock all doors, windows, and garages at all times
Use four three-inch screws to secure heavy duty lock strike plates in the door frame
Use the door peephole BEFORE opening the door
Use your porch light to help you to see clearly outside
Never rely on a chain-latch as a barrier to partially open the door
Never open the door to strangers or solicitors
Call the police if the stranger acts suspicious
Alert your neighbors to suspicious solicitors
Hold a family meeting to discuss horne security plans
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How to Legally Protect Your Home From Burglary

A

bUrglary is committed every 12
seconds in the United States, but
with a few precautionary
measures, you can legally protect your
home against burglary.
About 66 percent of allburqlaries, or

approximately two million. are
committed in houses and apartments.
About 69 percent of all burglaries
required forcing a door or window to
gain entry. Most houses and apartments
are protected by simple and ineffective
door and window locks. Modern
hardware is available for door and
window locks which will stop the
amateur and slow up the experienced
burglar.
There are generally three types of
burglars: the professional, the semiprofessional and the amateur. Although
the average home owner will probably
not have to face professional thieves
who focus on extremely valuable items,
you need to be aware of the semiprofessional and amateur burglars.
Residential burglars are often male
teenagers who live near your home.
They are opportunists who look for easy
targets. If the risk of detection is too
high, the average burglar will not
attempt to enter your home. Make time
to prevent burglary of your home. Here's
how.
• Install a good security system. Most
burglaries are committed by amateur or
semi-amateur burglars who don't know
how to bypass a security system .
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a look at the house during the day and
night from the viewpoint of a burglar to
see if you notice any weak points.
• Join your local Crime Watch or form
one if there currently is no program.
Getting to know your neighbors and
being able to rely on them when you're
out of town can prove more effective
than any other security measure.
• Refrain from leaving a message on
your answering machine indicating
you've left town, as this is an invitation
for a burglar. Have a neighbor or
someone else pick up your mail or
newspapers so they won't become
obvious signs you're out of town.
• Protect your sliding glass doors from
burglars by putting a pole in the track or
another lock at the very top of the door
frame. The standard sliding glass door
lock is often not enough to prevent
burglars from entering your home.
• Install a timer for your lights and TVs
that turns them on when it starts to get
dark. This simple and inexpensive
addition can help form the illusion that
someone is home.
• Make a list and videotape or
photograph your most valuable
possessions. Keep this list along with
the video or photos in a secure place, as
you may need to use them for insurance
claims if you're burglarized.
• Follow up by doing a routine check of
your home every few months. Replace
or repair locks, windows and alarm
systems if necessary.

• Ask for a security inspection by your

local police department. In addition, take
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How to Legally Protect Your Home From Burglary

V

acationers provide burglars with
plenty of time to enter your home,
remove large items and search
leisurely for hidden valuables. If you are
planning a vacation, take precautions to
protect your home. The key is to create
an illusion of everyday activity. Ask the
police to check your home and patrol
your neighborhood while you are away.
Stop the mail and newspaper deliveries,
or have your neighbor collect them while
you are away. Secure a" doors and
windows, pet entrances and garage
doors. Transfer a" valuables to a safety
deposit's box. Place a timer on indoor
and outdoor lamps to illuminate your
home at night, and make sure that no
bulbs are burned out. Have a trusted
friend or neighbor check your home
each day. Never indicate on your phone
answering machine that you are on
vacation.
-.

Take precautions to protect your home
and possessions from burglary, Even if
you have homeowners insurance
replacing what is stolen or damaged
could cost you a considerable amount of
money out of your pocket--maybe more
than it would have cost you to do some
things to make your home more secure.
(However, don't make your home so
burglar-proof that you can't get out
quickly if you need to.) Below are some
things you can do to help protect your
home and your belongings. Some of the
suggestions will cost you nothing, while
others will require only a minimum
outlay of money.
• If you are going to be gone from home
for several days, ask a friend to pick up
your mail, newspaper, and various other
regularly scheduled deliveries each day
from your house and keep them until
you return. A box full of mail and a pile
of newspapers alert a potential burglar
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that the residents probably are not at
home and, therefore, that they will not
foil an attempt at entry.
• When you are gone from your home
at night, use timers to turn lights on and
off at various times and at different
locations throughout your home.
Another, less expensive option is to use
light-sensitive devices to automatically
turn lights on at the appropriate degree
of outside darkness and off at the
appropriate degree of outside lightness.
The lights could help deter burglars.
• If you plan to be away from home for
more than a few days, consider asking
the police or sheriff's department to
check your house regularly while you
are gone. Such checks, if observed by a
would-be burglar, could discourage the
planned break in. The checks could also
stop a break in while in progress.
• Make your home look as though you
are there. For example, if you leave
draperies open while you are home, do
so while you are away from home. If
burglars think people are home, they
might decide not to try to break into your
residence.
• Have someone to keep your lawn
mowed if you will be away from your
home for an extended length of time. An
overgrown lawn implies that no one is at
home. Therefore, a burglar assumes
that your home is easy prey.
• Install sufficient outside lighting to
light up all entrances to your home at
night. A well-lighted home should help to
discourage a break in.
• Contact your neighborhood Crime
Watch for further advice and if you don't
have one - start one. They help to deter
burglaries because their presence is not
welcomed by burglars.
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OPINION:

"Home Invasion" Needs to be
Treated as the Serious Crime It Is.
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By State Rep. Lincoln Willis

Home invasions have been on the rise in Delaware. Since June, dozens of such crimes have
been committed.
The Kent County district I represent was plagued by a rash of home invasions late last year. In
one incident, during the early morning hours of November 7th, armed men kicked in the door of
a home belonging to a 76-year-old woman living near Hartly. Putting a gun to her head, the
attackers forced the terrified victim to give them her cash.
Fortunately, police made an arrest in that case last month. Those alleged assailants are also
believed to be responsible for at least two other similar crimes.
It is easy to see why home invasions are attractive to criminals looking for an easy score.
Targeted homes are usually isolated residences in rural areas, reducing the chance
perpetrators will be detected and increasing the time needed for any police response. Roused
from their sleep and terrorized, often with a spouse held hostage, homeowners tend to be
cooperative in giving the perpetrators whatever they ask. In short, it's a low-risk crime with
potentially a good payoff.
Me, and many of my colleagues in the General Assembly, believe we need to fundamentally
change that calculation by establishing a powerful new deterrent and making the punishment
fitting to the severe nature of the crime.
Senate Bill 161 - sponsored by State Sens. Dave Lawson (R-Marydel) & George Bunting Jr. (DBethany Beach), myself and others - is a bipartisan measure that would make the crime of
home invasion a Class A felony, carrying a minimum sentence of 15 years in prison. A person
convicted of the crime for a second time would receive a mandatory life sentence without the
possibility of parole.
To be found guilty of "home invasion" a person would have to knowingly enter an occupied
dwelling, armed with a deadly weapon and also commit robbery, assault, rape, manslaughter or
murder.
In my opinion home invasions are among the most heinous of crimes, predicated on
confrontation and the threat of extreme violence. In many ways, the crime is akin to armed
robbery - the penalty for which also merits future reexamination. But elevating the seriousness
of home invasion is the effect it has on its victims in the aftermath.
One of the core principles on which our lives are based is that when we are in our homes we
are sheltered, largely secure from the turmoil of the outside world. The adage that "a man's
home is his castle" is axiomatic. When criminals invade a home they are not just stealing
property, they are callously ripping away their victims' fundamental sense of security. Material
goods can be replaced and doors can be repaired, but for victims of this crime recovering the
sense of sanctuary that their homes once provided is all but impossible. In this sense, there are
few offenses that are as intrusive and destructive.
Home invasions need to be treated and prosecuted as the appalling crimes they are. We need
to set a penalty that not only serves to restrain these malevolent acts, but which will also
remove from our communities those individuals who would dare to commit them.

The law-abiding citizens of our community deserve

nothing less.
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Home Invasion:

how to survive
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Home invasion is a forceful entry into a dwelling with an intention to commit crimes
such as robbery, assault, rape or even possibly murder. The difference between home
invasion and burglary is that home invaders always have violent intent which might be
specific or general and almost always they are armed with dangerous weapons such as
guns, clubs and knives.
Home invaders enter the house for the purpose of committing an offense and they
deliberately seek out the occupant. Some cases of home invasion include organized
gangs raiding houses for money and other valuable goods. The punishment of home
invasion greatly varies depending on country and state. In Australia and New Zealand it is
not considered a crime while in New Hampshire, USA committing a home invasion that
results with a murder is considered a capital crime. In most countries home invasion
crimes are not considered to be technically specific crimes and criminals are charged
for other crimes such as robbery, rape and homicide.

Home Invasion - Protecting Your Family
Since most home invaders are mentally unstable, no-one can feel completely safe.
However, there are some things to keep in mind in order to prevent home invasion. While
burglars normally chose to enter private property during daytime because then the
residence is mostly unoccupied, home invaders would more likely break in during night
or weekends, when the house is occupied and use the force to gain whatever they want.
They might target the resident as well as the dwelling - such as old, wealthy lady living
alone for example.
They mostly enter the residence through the garage or front door. They often are
pretending to be post workers or tell you lies about an accident such as hitting your fence
with a car and alike. If you open the door for them, they would use violence to enter the
house and put the occupants under control.

Five Tactical Tips to Survive a Home Invasion
1. The first step to prevent home invasion is to delay a home invader at the point of entry as
long as possible. It might make him retreat or you would gain enough time to call the police.
2. Keep the doors, windows and garage always locked. If you have a door peephole, use it
before opening the door. Never open door to strangers and call the police for help if the
stranger acts suspicious.
3. It is always advisable to familiarize oneself with self defense techniques and apply them
when necessary.
4. Some homeowners designate a safe room inside their home where they and their family

might retreat. These safe rooms are designed to hold specific items to help you surviving,
including a phone to call the police.
5~The best defense against home invasion still is education and planning. It is important to
tell your children how to respond if someone calls at the door. Organize a family meeting to
discuss possible actions to prevent home invasion and what to do when it actually happens.
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